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Health & Safety Talk 
 

Presented by 
Jim Gelder  & Alejandro Zapata 

(Technical Director – Engineering Geology, 
Mott MacDonald)   (Health & Safety Manager,  

Ferrovial Laing O’Rourke)   
   

The British Geotechnical Association’s Early Career Group (BGA-ECG) and Engineering Group of the 
Geological Society (EGGS) are pleased to invite you to our joint April event.  
 
The talk will provide practical guidance for engineering geologists and geotechnical engineers on aspects of 
health and safety from both the designers and contractors point of view. Jim will focus on buried obstructions 
and the process of changing hole locations unexpectedly. Whilst Alejandro will provide examples he has 
encountered in a unique marine construction environment in Central London.   
 
The event will close with a Q & A session. 
 

 
 

 

Please use the following link: https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_YzIwNGM2OTYtYzY0Yi00YjRlLWJjYWItYWNlNWYzYjU1Y2Yy%40thread.v2/0?context=
%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22acc3f223-f7dc-4b32-95ac-4e11851b2660%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e31cf345-
4890-4dbb-a832-5b204c18937c%22%7d 
 
Advanced booking is not required for this event. A recording will be made available on an appropriate channel.   

 
Disclaimer: Any views or opinions expressed on any matters by the presenters or participants during or in connection with this presentation are solely the views of the authors 
of the respective comments and/or opinions and must not be taken to be the views of ICE or the BGA or the EGGS or any other organisation. ICE and the British Geotechnical 
Association makes no representations, warranties or assurances concerning any information provided in these presentations and accepts no responsibility for the content and/or 

Alejandro Zapata. Alejandro is a Quality Engineer and Chartered Member of 
the Institution of Occupational Health and Safety. He has an MSc in Health, 
Safety and Environmental management.  He has been working in construction 
for the last 5 years and has experience in implementing quality, environmental 
and safety management systems. He has been extensively involved in spray 
concrete lining works, different methods of shaft construction, marine and 
confined space works. He works as a Health and Safety Manager for Tideway 
Central for the East sites (Blackfriars, Victoria and Albert Embankment) for 
the Ferrovial Laing O’Rourke Joint Venture.  

Jim Gelder. Jim is an Engineering Geologist with 25 years’ experience 
working in over 25 countries on site investigations and ground engineering 
construction projects in most sectors. Recent experience at Europe’s largest 
water treatment works and on a 150-year-old port have brought the hazards 
of unknown and unknowable buried obstructions and services to the 
forefront of Jim’s attention and he will discuss some of the outcomes and 
make some recommendations for future projects.  


